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I would not plague young climbers now to try 
A stretch that is beyond their utmost reach, 
Or write a sonnet, length and line to teach, 

Unless an equal task I'd take, that I 

Might feel the cause and strength of their outcry 
That it's too cruel; practice what I preach, 
To get the water's rhythm from the beach, 

Or crystallize in words a pulse or sigh. 
Echoes awaken vibrant in their souls, 
As courageful they hearken for a rhyme, 

And scan with hopeful beats their first wild springs 

To mount a Pegasus, and stir his wings 

With breath mechanical; his hoofs keep time, 

And forth the awkward fourteenth line unrolls! 

Selina Sharpe 
San Luis Obispo High School and Junior College 



TIME-SAVING DEVICES IN ENGLISH WORK 

Time, I have found, is a commodity which in the hands of the 
English teacher would smooth out many difficulties. I have not dis- 
covered a recipe for its manufacture, but I am offering a few simple 
and probably not original suggestions for time saving. 

I realize now that nearly all my English-teaching life I have 
squandered hours in a mad pursuit through all the textbooks I owned 
for a certain exercise I had once used and wished to use again. That, 
at least, is over for me. I have classified in a notebook, in alphabetical 
order, all the common errors in both grammar and punctuation which 
I continually find on student's papers and for which I need exercises. 
Under these classified errors I put the names of the books and number 
of page to which I can turn quickly for exercises based on these errors. 
For example under the "comma fault" in punctuation I have: 

Woolley's Hand Book, p. 192, Exercise 74. 

Hitchcock's Words-Phrases-Clauses, p. 142, Exercises 10-12. 

Hitchcock's New Practice Book, p. 124. 

Ward's Punctuation Leaves, leaves 26, 27, 31. 

And as I find new exercises in new textbooks they are recorded 
when the books are first reviewed. In one month I have estimated 
that I have saved several valued hours which had formerly been dis- 
sipated in an irritating and sometimes fruitless search through dusty 
books. 



